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     Once upon a time, the story goes, all the animals of the world formed a school.  They established a 

well-rounded curriculum of swimming, running, climbing and flying.  All the animals were required to 

take all the courses.  The duck in particular excelled at swimming.  In fact, she was better than anyone 

else!  But she had real trouble with the climbing and was very slow in running.  In fact, she was so slow 

that she had to stay after school to practice.  This of course caused her webbed feet to become so badly 

worn that she became only average in swimming.  But only the duck seemed to worry about that. 

     The rabbit was at the top of his class in running.  But after a time, he developed a twitch in his leg 

from all the time he spent in the water trying to improve his swimming.  The squirrel was a great 

climber, but was constantly frustrated in flying class.  Her body actually became so worn down from all 

the hand landings she had after trying to fly that she started doing worse in climbing.  And then we have 

the eagle!  The eagle was a continual problem student, and had to be severely disciplined for being a 

non-conformist.  You see, in climbing class, he would always easily beat everyone else to the top of the 

tree, but insisted on using his own way to get there. 

     Each of the animals had to learn over time that they had a particular design.  When they did what 

they were designed to do, they excelled.  But when they tried to operate outside their area of expertise, 

they were not nearly as effective.  Now as you might imagine, there is a point to this story.  I am not just 

telling it to you to get you ready for bedtime!  The point is that followers of Jesus are like the animals in 

this story.  Each of us will enjoy whatever ministry we are involved in and be much more effective at it 

when we do what we were designed by God to do, and each of us are designed by God to be good at 

different things.  To find out who we are and what we are designed to do, we need to discover and 

discern our spiritual gifts. 

     Over the next few months, we as a church are going to talking about the theme of “Who Am I?”  and 

the principle of spiritual gifts.  Most importantly, I would like to challenge each of you to discover your 

own spiritual gifts, and then second of all, to seek to put them to use for God’s glory.  It does not matter 

what age you are, or what your race is, or your sexual orientation, or your economic status or what your 

IQ is-all of us have been given gifts by God because all of us are God’s child.  You see, the Bible says that 

there are three different kinds of gifts given to all of us.  First of all, whether we are Christians or not, 

each of us has natural gifts.  Some of us may be just naturally gifted with numbers, or good with their 

hands.  Some of us may be able to throw a football like Tom Brady did in blowing out the Texans last 

night.  All of us have some things that we just naturally can do well or are drawn to, and often these are 

put to use in our vocations or in our hobbies. 

     Now, when we choose to become a follower of Jesus, the Bible says that a surprising thing happens.  

The Holy Spirit of God comes to live inside of us, and begins to change the things that you and I value, 

and the ways that we relate to other people.  We begin to experience what are called the fruits of the 

Spirit, which we looked at as a church this fall.  Do you remember what those fruits are?  St. Paul lists 

them as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  The 

Bible says that every believer can grow and mature in these areas.  Now this does not mean that every 



Christians will have the same amount of self-control or the same ability to experience joy in our lives, 

but that each of us by asking for more of God’s Spirit can grow stronger in each of these areas. 

     And finally, there are spiritual gifts.  Turn with me if you would to I Corinthians 12 in your pew Bibles 

on page 933, the passage we just heard read a little earlier.  I’d like us all to read chapter 12, verses 4-7.  

I just love this passage!  God has such a wonderful plan for each of our lives and each of the churches.  

Because our God is a God who loves variety, and who gives each of God’s daughters and sons gifts, but 

they all come from the same Spirit, and they all are to be used for the common good.  Paul goes on now 

in the next few verses to mention some of these spiritual gifts, though he does not list all of them here.  

There are about 20 in total that the Bible talks about, and we’ll be getting into what they are in the 

weeks ahead.  For example, one of them is teaching-it is a natural gift that some of us have, to help 

people understand things, but as a spiritual gift, the gift of teaching allows a teacher to spiritually 

change someone’s life.  There will be many opportunities over the next several months for all of us to 

discover in a more intentional way what your gifts are.   

     Now one person who has heard me talk about spiritual gifts said, “Isn’t this emphasis on spiritual gifts 

just your way of recruiting more people for committees?  Isn’t it just a devious way of doing that?”  

Well, I confess that sometimes I do have my devious methods, but this is not one of them.  Talking about 

spiritual gifts is not just another way of recruiting Sunday School teachers or Deacons or people to go on 

mission trips.  It’s not a way of just filling positions in the church.  Spiritual gifts are all about freeing 

people to do what they really want to do and about finding out who you really are.  It is really a whole 

new way of looking at being the Church.  Rather than just having positions in the church and trying to 

find somebody who is breathing to fill them, we want to help each person in this body of Christ to 

discern what God has gifted you to do so that you can use your gifts in the ways that God desires you to.  

The important thing I want you to understand this morning though is this: please don’t treat this topic 

lightly.  You and I have been given gifts, and you have an important responsibility to open them and use 

them not just for your own benefit, but for the benefit of the whole body of Christ. 

     And it is crucial for all of us to remember that every gift is important, and as valuable as any other 

gift.  Some of you have the gift of teaching, while some of you have the gift of leadership.  Some of you 

are administrators, while others of you have the gift of artistic communication.  Some of you enjoy 

visiting the sick, while some of you enjoy teaching our children or hanging out with our youth.  And Paul 

says, we all need each other in the body of Christ-every one of these gifts is crucial.  Paul goes on to use 

an analogy from the human body, when he points out that the human body does not consist of one part 

but of many equally important parts.  Now Paul is not generally known for his sense of humor, but he 

must have drawn a smile from the readers in the Corinthian church when he writes, “If the foot should 

say ‘because I am not as special as a hand, I do not belong to the body’, that doesn’t change the fact that 

it does belong to the body.  Or if the ear should say “Because I am not an eye, I don’t belong to the 

body, that doesn’t mean it doesn’t.  I mean, if the whole body was just an eye, how would you hear 

anything?  Or if the whole body was an ear, how would you smell anything?  But in fact, God has 

arranged the parts of the body just as they should be. 

     So the eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I don’t need you!”, and the head can’t say to the feet “I don’t 

need you.”  Imagine a head walking around without any feet?  Can you picture that one in your mind for 

a second?  On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be less important are indispensable.  It 

is true that some parts of your body draw more attention than others, so that people may come up to 



you and say “Nice hair”, but they are less likely to come up to you and say “Nice kidney”, but try living 

without your kidney, and you will soon discover just how important it is.  God has combined the parts of 

your body together so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal 

concern for each other.   

     So each of follower of Jesus has gifts, and they are all equal in value, and the other key point I want to 

make is that we shouldn’t let our fears stand in the way of using our gifts.  This weekend is Martin 

Luther King Jr. weekend, and so we remember the many gifts from God that he used on behalf of all of 

us today.  So how do we continue to use our gifts in memory of him?  How do we advance the cause of 

justice in a very unjust world?  How do we build a firewall against intolerance, abuse, inequality and 

hatred?  The answer is to use the gifts that God has given us, and not to give into fear.  Because that so 

often is what throws us off when we open our gifts-we are too afraid to use the ones we have been 

given, and yet history is full of men and women who said no to fear when using their gifts.  But imagine 

if they had given into the paralyzing effects of fear on their lives.  Imagine the Apostle Paul, fearing 

resistance or rejection, choosing to stay home rather than embarking on the missionary journeys that 

took the message of Christ throughout the known world.   

     Imagine Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. giving speeches filled with gentle hints about the evils of 

segregation, because he feared pushing too hard.  Instead, King championed the civil rights movement 

against racial segregation in the United States.  Imagine Rosa Parks, during that same era in American 

history, submitting to the bus driver’s command to give up her seat to a white person.  Imagine Nelson 

Mandela looking the other way when he witnessed and experienced apartheid in South Africa, because 

he didn’t want to do anything too risky.  Instead, he spent 27 years in prison and helped to end the 

centuries-old regime of oppression.   

     Imagine Malala Yousafzai passively quitting school, because she was too frightened by the death 

threats she received from Taliban extremists, who abhor education for girls.  Instead she became even 

more vocal about the educational rights of children and women, survived a 2012 assassination attempt, 

and was a Nobel Peace Prize nominee in 2013 and 2014.  Imagine yourself, fully aware in a few months 

of the gifts that God has given you, yet held hostage to phobias, irrational worries, and destructive fears 

of failure, harm and rejection.  We always must remember that our gifts are to be used, and they are to 

be used in love. 

     Paul finishes his description of gifts in chapter 13 of I Corinthians by saying that we might be given 

many wonderful gifts, but if we don’t use them in love, they are worthless.  He writes that if I speak with 

human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don’t love, I’m nothing but the creaking of a rusty gate.  And if 

I speak God’s Word with power, revealing all God’s mysteries and making everything as plain as day, and 

if I have faith that says to a mountain, “Jump”, and it jumps, but I don’t have love, I’m nothing.  If I give 

up everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but I don’t love, I’ve 

gotten nowhere.  So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I’m bankrupt without love.  

Praise be to God, Amen. 

 


